
Candace

Scripture Reference: Acts 8:27

Name Meaning: Queen or Ruler of Children

The exact name of this Ethiopian queen is not given by Luke. It was the name of a dynasty, not of an

individual, and was used for many years by the queens of Ethiopia, just as Pharaoh was the hereditary 

title given to ancient Egyptian kings and Caesar to Roman emperors. The fascinating context Luke gives 

us is taken up with the eunuch, a man of great authority, a potentate in his way, returning through the 

desert to Meroe, Ethiopia, interested in Old Testament Scripture. Philip the Evangelist found him sitting 

in his chariot reading Isaiah 53, and from this chapter so full of the truth of the cross, preached unto him 

Jesus. The eunuch was converted to God, and baptized there in the desert, and returned to his country

rejoicing. Tradition has it that he witnessed to the Candace of his newly-found Saviour and that she, too, 

embraced the Christian faith. Such was the influence of this converted eunuch, that many souls were 

saved and ultimately he became bishop of the first Christian Church in Ethiopia...


