Ahinoam
Scripture Reference: 1 Samuel 14:50
Name Meaning: Brother of pleasantries

Two women are known by this name in the Old Testament. The first Ahinoam was the daughter of
Ahimaaz. She was the wife of Saul, Israel's first king, to whom she bore a noble son, Jonathan, who
inherited his mother's commendable traits. It was her daughter, Merab, who was first promised to David
in marriage, but it was Michal her next daughter who became the young champion's first wife. Saul had
two more sons by Ahinoam, namely, Isha and Melchishua. Her name is most suggestive. As we have
seen, it means "brother of pleasantries,” in the sense of "pleasing or dear brother." A parallel name is
that of Abinoam, father of Barak, one of the heroes of the Book of Judges, whose name means,
"brother's delight.” Wilkinson suggests as a feasible origin for such a name, "Extreme partiality of
affection exhibited by a very young infant for a brother-a domestic phenomenon by no means unusual.”




